Legends & Landscapes

in the Borders of Scotland & England
September 6 – 14, 2019

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
ADMIRE the iconic sites of Edinburgh, including
Edinburgh Castle, Holyrood Palace, and The
Georgian House
DISCOVER St. Abb’s Head’s breathtaking
coastal scenery, with dramatic cliffs overlooking
crystal-clear waters
MEET a head gardener for a tour of the magical
Quarry Garden at Belsay Hall
STEP back centuries in time at Hexham Abbey, one
of the most important early churches in Britain

EXPLORE Rome’s legacy at Hadrian’s Wall
VISIT Scottish author Sir Walter Scott’s fascinating
home and formal gardens

BE greeted by Lady Catherine Maxwell Stuart on
an exclusive tour of her home, Traquair—the oldest
inhabited house in Scotland

Dear Members and Friends of The National Trust for Scotland Foundation USA:
On a glorious exploration of the Scottish and English Borders, walk
in the footsteps of ancient Romans and Mary Queen of Scots as we discover
vestiges of Roman occupation and spectacular castles and gardens.
Begin in Scotland’s capital with visits to Edinburgh Castle, Holyrood
Palace, and the magnificently restored National Trust of Scotland property,
The Georgian House. Travel along the scenic coastline to historic Alnwick
for a visit to its 14th-century castle, famous for its appearances in Downton
Abbey and the Harry Potter movies. En route, experience the remote, wild
beauty of St. Abb’s Head National Reserve, home to thousands of seabirds.
This region’s history is very much present. We will see seventh-century
Hexham Abbey, walk along Hadrian’s Wall, and marvel at the Corbridge
Hoard, a stash of items including armor from the second century.
The variety of exquisite gardens we will see is incredible. At Belsay
Hall we will learn about the exotic Quarry Garden and lovingly restored
heritage gardens on a tour with a head gardener. We will also have the
great pleasure of strolling through world-class formal, terraced, walled, and
scented border gardens.
Stunning castles hold treasures from Gainsboroughs and Rembrandts
to priceless furnishings and fine porcelain.
Highlights of our Borders adventure will be a visit to Sir Walter Scott’s
fascinating baronial estate and a tour of Traquair House—Scotland’s oldest
Kirkwall
inhabited home—given by Lady Catherine Maxwell Stuart, whose family has
lived there for over 500 years. Our last night is spent at the luxurious Mar
Hall, an Edwardian mansion on 240 acres outside Glasgow.
I hope you will join us on this extraordinary journey to experience the
Borders’ fascinating history and natural and cultural treasures.
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We also offer an optional twonight prelude in Edinburgh and an
optional two-night postlude in Glasgow.
Sincerely,
Kirstin Bridier
Executive Director
The National Trust for
Scotland Foundation USA
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An optional Edinburgh prelude is offered from September 4 to 7, 2019.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6: DEPARTURE / EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND
Depart on an overnight flight to Edinburgh.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7: EDINBURGH
Arrive this morning and transfer to the Apex Waterloo Place hotel. Afternoon visits to
the imposing Edinburgh Castle and Holyrood Palace will be followed by a tour of the
Scottish National Gallery, time permitting. Gather for a welcome cocktail reception at the
magnificently restored Georgian House.
R
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8: EDINBURGH / ALNWICK, ENGLAND
Travel south along the scenic coast to the Borders town of Alnwick, stopping en route at
at wild, remote St. Abb’s Head, a national nature reserve administered by the National
Trust of Scotland. Admire the magnificent picture galley at Paxon House, one of the finest
examples of neo-Palladian architecture in Scotland, then continue to Alnwick to check in
at the stately Macdonald Linden Hall Golf & Country Club. Tour iconic Alnwick Castle and
its gardens before returning to the hotel for dinner.
B,D
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9: ALNWICK
Originally built in 674, Hexham Abbey is one of the earliest seats of Christianity in
England. Explore Hadrian’s Wall, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and Corbridge, once
a bustling Roman town. At the town’s museum, see one of the country’s most significant
Roman finds, a hoard that includes armor dating from about 130. Then meet a head
gardener for a tour of the exotic Quarry Garden at Belsay Hall, Castle and Gardens.
Return to the hotel for dinner.
B,L,D
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10: ALNWICK / PEEBLES
See Kelso’s 12th-century abbey, a fine example of Romanesque architecture, and the
monumental Floors Castle with paintings by Gainsborough and Matisse and stunning
formal and walled gardens. Continue to the 16th-century Thirlestone Castle, one of the
seven “Great Houses of Scotland,” known for its fine furnishings, weaponry collection,
and Edwardian, Victorian, and Georgian toys. Accommodations for two nights are at the
19th-century landmark Peebles Hydro Hotel.
B,L,D
Melrose Abbey, photo
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11: PEEBLES
Today see two homes associated with Sir Walter Scott. He was a frequent guest at Bowhill
House, whose treasures include 18th-century handpainted Chinese wallpaper, rare books,
and paintings by Reynolds, Canaletto, and Holbein. See Scott’s baronial home, Abbotsford,
and its formal gardens before visiting Harmony Garden and the elegant 15th-century
Melrose Abbey, one of Scotland’s most famous ruins.
B,L,D
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12: PEEBLES / LARKHALL
Marvel at some of Britain’s oldest and tallest trees at the 65-acre Dawyck Botanical
Gardens. Continue to the 1107 Traquair House, where Lady Catherine Maxwell Stuart will
lead an exclusive guided tour of Scotland’s oldest inhabited house, which her family has
called home since 1491.
B,L,D
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13: LARKHALL / GLASGOW, SCOTLAND
A fine example of 17th-century Renaissance architecture, Drumlanrig Castle holds
treasures including a Rembrandt painting. Drive to Crawick Multiverse, a spectacular
outdoor venue for art installations and performing arts on the site of a former open-pit
coal mine. Celebrate your Borders adventure with a farewell dinner at our luxurious final
night accommodations, Mar Hall Hotel, in the countryside outside Glasgow.
B,L,D
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14: GLASGOW/RETURN
Transfer to the airport for flights home.

B

An optional Glasgow postlude is offered from September 14 to 16, 2019.
The itinerary is subject to change at the discretion of The National Trust for Scotland Foundation
USA and Arrangements Abroad. For complete details, please carefully read the terms and
conditions at www.arrangementsabroad.com/terms.
Harmony Garden
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FEATURED ACCOMMODATIONS

Mar Hall Hotel

MAR HALL HOTEL, GLASGOW
Mar Hall is a luxury five-star hotel, golf,
and spa resort ten minutes from Glasgow
International Airport. Set within a tranquil
240-acre woodland estate, the Edwardian
mansion has 53 individually designed
bedrooms, a championship golf course,
Decleor Spa, and swimming pool, and fine
dining as well as casual dining options.
This grand resort enjoys a spectacular
setting overlooking the River Clyde, with
views towards the Kilpatrick Hills.
Thirlestane Castle, photo by Phil Wilkinson

PROGRAM RATE
$4,999 per person, double occupancy
$5,599 single rate
RATE INCLUDES
n

n

Seven nights hotel accommodations as per itinerary
Meals as indicated in the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, R=Reception, D=Dinner).
Bottled water and coffee / tea with all meals, local beer and house wine at dinners

n

Airport/hotel/airport group transfers for all participants on suggested flights

n

Enrichment program of lectures and talks

n

Escorted sightseeing by private motor coach and entrance fees for included visits

n

Taxes, service, and porterage charges

n

Gratuities to local guides and drivers

NOT INCLUDED IN RATE International airfare, passport fees, meals not specified, alcoholic beverages other
than as noted in inclusions, personal items and expenses, airport transfers other than for those on suggested
flights, trip insurance, excess baggage, any other items not specifically mentioned as included.

Hexham Abbey, photo by Steve Parkinson

THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR SCOTLAND FOUNDATION USA
LEGENDS & LANDSCAPES

n

SEPTEMBER 6–14, 2019

RESERVATION FORM

To reserve a place, please contact Arrangements Abroad at phone: 212-514-8921 or 800-221-1944, or fax:
212-344-7493; or complete and return this form with your deposit of $1,000 per person (of which $500 is
non-refundable for administrative fees) payable to Arrangements Abroad. Mail to: Arrangements Abroad, 1040
Avenue of the Americas, 23rd floor, New York, NY 10018-3721.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) in full as on passport(s). Please print.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City

State

Zip

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone (home)

(business)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fax

ACCOMMODATIONS
Hotel Room Preference
I wish to share a room with

E-mail

p One bed

p Two beds

p Single

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

OPTIONAL PRELUDE
p I/We wish to join the optional prelude in Edinburgh

p I/We wish to join the optional postlude in Glasgow
p One bed
p Two beds

Hotel Room Preference

FORM OF PAYMENT
p Enclosed is my check (payable to Arrangements Abroad)

p Single
p Debit card

p Credit card

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name on credit card

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Credit card number

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3- or 4-digit security code

Expiration date

I/We confirm that I/we have carefully read and agree to the Terms & Conditions of this Program (see
www.arrangementsabroad.com/terms to review or call for a copy). I/We agree to full payment 120 days
prior to departure. Each participant must sign below.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature (required)

Date

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature (required)
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